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Short Notes — Notes Courtes 
 
 
First record of Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis for Senegal 
 
During the latter months of 2017, the seasonal lagoon at Yène-Todé (Dakar region, 
14°39ʹ10ʺN, 17°10ʹ50ʺW) attracted many water birds due to higher than usual water 
levels which created ideal conditions for herons, ducks, waders, gulls and terns. As a 
result, up to about 1000 ducks (mainly White-faced Whistling Duck Dendrocygna 
viduata, Garganey Spatula querquedula and Northern Shoveler S. clypeata), 1200 
waders and hundreds of gulls and terns were present from October to mid-December. 
The shallow freshwater lagoon was fringed with extensive inundated grassland which 
provided cover for species such as Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago, Greater 
Painted-Snipe Rostratula benghalensis, Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava and Sedge 
Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus. Regular visits to the site during this period 
resulted in observations of several rare migrants and vagrants to Senegal, including a 
Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes on 13 November and three Common Shelducks 
Tadorna tadorna on 9–17 December. 
 During a visit to the site on 1 Jan 2018, by which time the lagoon had all but dried 
up, I located a small flock of Yellow Wagtails and one pipit Anthus sp. feeding on the 
ground in an area of short vegetation and sparse sedge (Carex spp.) growth. Expecting 
it to be a Red-throated Pipit Anthus cervinus, several of which had been present 
during previous visits, I watched it through a telescope and realised that it was neither 
a Red-throated nor a Tree Pipit A. trivialis. It resembled both, but several features did 
not fit for either species. As I approached, the bird flew off and called a few times, its 
diagnostic flight call confirming my suspicion that it was a Meadow Pipit A. 
pratensis. It was relocated in denser grass on the edge of the floodplain, in an area 
where at least eight Red-throated Pipits were present. After it returned to the original 
patch, where it continued feeding actively, I obtained prolonged views and took 
several photographs (Fig. 1).  
 It was a small, streaked pipit with upperparts green-brown, generally lacking 
warm tones in plumage; in direct comparison, clearly smaller-bodied and more 
slender than Yellow Wagtail; head pattern not highly contrasting, with pale lores, a 
narrow white eye ring, an indistinct supercilium only diffusely separated from the 
finely streaked crown, a buff sub-moustachial stripe bordered by dense black malar 
streaks, and a large pale buff throat patch; breast and upper flanks with dense dark 
streaking, streaks clotting together on the chest to create an irregularly striped pattern 
on an off-white to pale buff ground colour, extending onto the lower flanks as finer 
and longer black streaks; mantle and scapulars with irregular broad dark streaks; rump 
and upper tail-coverts entirely plain olive-green to brown (Fig. 1C, D); wings largely 
brown, olive-greenish fringes to greater coverts and remiges, contrasting median 
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upper wing-coverts very dark brown or black with neatly demarcated white fringes; 
relatively fine, sharply pointed bill with diffuse yellowish base extending centrally to 
about two thirds of the length of the bill; legs and feet pale pink, the hind toe 
appearing long and moderately curved. The call was a high-pitched, thin and hurried 
hiisp-isp-isp-isp or whist-hist-ist increasing in speed and with a slightly raspy quality, 
uttered in several series during hesitant flight. The bird fed actively in short 
vegetation, pecking at invertebrates on the ground, often in a fairly horizontal posture 
(Fig. 1D), moving almost mouse-like though the vegetation. When alerted, it appeared 
longer legged and more upright in stance (Fig. 1A). 
 
 

Figure 1. Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis at Yène-Todé, Senegal, 1 Jan 2018. 
 
 
 In addition to the diagnostic call, with which I am familiar on the species’ 
breeding and wintering grounds in Europe, the identification as Meadow Pipit is based 
on the greenish tinge to upperparts and absence of warmer hues in the plumage, the 
absence of clear pale “rails” on the mantle, a clearly unstreaked rump (which excludes 
Red-throated Pipit), the “gentle” expression due to the pale lores and unmarked ear-
coverts, the yellow-based fine bill, and the form of the hind toe (longer and less 
curved than that of Tree Pipit) (Alström & Mild 2003). Olive-backed Pipit A. 
hodgsoni, a potential vagrant to Senegal, was ruled out based on the call, the heavily 
streaked back and absence of a clear bicoloured “ear spot”. The pinkish legs and feet 
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eliminate Water Pipit A. spinoletta and Rock Pipit A. petrosus, two other potential 
vagrants to West Africa, which in juvenile and winter plumage superficially resemble 
Meadow Pipit.  
 The bird was obviously in fresh plumage and can be aged as a first-winter based 
on the shape and colour of the median coverts. These clearly show a pointed “tooth” 
extending from the dark centre into the white fringe of the coverts (Fig. 1B, D), a 
feature that is distinctive of first-winter birds (Svensson 1992).  
 The Meadow Pipit is common (but declining: BirdLife International 2017) across 
much of Eurasia. Northern and eastern populations are medium-distance migrants; the 
non-breeding range includes western Europe and most of the Mediterranean basin, 
extending eastward into southwest Asia, and along the Atlantic coast into southern 
Morocco and to the Canary Islands (Snow & Perrins 1998). In Mauritania it is 
considered to be scarce but possibly regular, with very small numbers reaching the 
northern limit of the Sahel zone, including the lower Senegal river where it may be an 
irregular visitor only (Isenmann et al. 2010). Rather surprisingly given the proximity 
of the southernmost Mauritanian records, it has so far not been documented in 
Senegal. No records are known from elsewhere in West Africa (Borrow & Demey 
2014), except one or two birds reported in The Gambia on 19 Nov 1990 (P.-O. 
Bengtsson per C.R. Barlow in litt.); however, this record is not fully documented and 
has never been published. 
 As such, the observation from Yène-Todé is the first record for Senegal and the 
southernmost documented report for West Africa. Given its status as a scarce winter 
visitor nearby in Mauritania, it is likely that the species occurs at least irregularly in 
northern Senegal. The observation reported here coincided with several records of 
Palaearctic species that typically winter further north or are scarce winter visitors to 
the Dakar region and central Senegal, including Common Shelduck, Short-eared Owl 
Asio flammeus, Cream-coloured Courser Cursorius cursor, Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes 
minimus and Little Gull Hydrocoloeus minutus (pers. obs.). 
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